
MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

What a great time of the year!  It is exciting to see the joy in the faces of our students during the holiday season. 

Due to the nature of the season, sometimes schedules and added responsibilities can cause stress.  Concerts,  

parties, family visits and so many other events seem to be packed into a limited amount of time!   

Speaking of events, the return of live concerts at the elementary school will take place in spring this year.  Stay 

tuned for concert dates in future newsletters!  Mrs. Eells, our music teacher, is planning some special videos from 

our students for the month of December.  We can't wait to showcase some of the student learning happening in 

the music room! 

As the holiday season approaches, please give your child the gift of extra time.  Put an I.O.U. for a special event or 

activity in his/her stocking.  When students are asked to write about a memorable event in their lives, it isn't a 

special gift they usually choose to write about, but a particular experience they have had with someone special. 

During this season of the year, we would like to say “thank you” to: 

 Parents and guardians who diligently support their child(ren) at home and at school. 

 All the teachers and staff members in the Franklin learning community and in the district who are 

committed to giving their best to your children every day. 

 All the volunteers who give countless hours to make Franklin School a better place for students and staff. 

 Community members and parents who organize fundraisers and make phone calls. 

 All of you who are doing your best to send your child ready to learn every day. 

I hope that many years from now during the holiday season, you and your child will remember all the wonderful 

times spent together.   

On behalf of the staff at Franklin School, have a joyous holiday season and a prosperous New Year! 

Mrs. Lee Vang, Principal 

 

COMMUNITY FLYERS UPDATE 

As a service to the community, the Manitowoc Public School District posts flyers for upcoming events from 

nonprofit organizations on their homepage and Facebook page.  Please visit the web site at 

www.manitowocpublicschools.org/for_families/community_flyers for additional information on the following flyers: 

Manitowoc County Figure Skating Club – Learn to Skate  

 

http://www.manitowocpublicschools.org/for_families/community_flyers


We are excited to announce that Student Council is up and running!  Mrs. Augustenborg, Miss 

Dietrich, Ms. Jacobs and Ms. Opichka and our 37 members are already off to a busy start.  Our 

first activity we did was clean up our school property.  We braved the wind and cold 

temperatures to pick up all kinds of trash on our playground, field and along the fence line.  We  

are going to do our best to keep our school property beautiful! 

Our next community activity we have planned is a food drive for Peter’s Pantry.  The food drive will be held 

December 6-17.  We hope you will share your kindness by bringing in canned and boxed food items.  We are going to 

have a contest between kindergarten and first grade, second and third grade, and fourth and fifth grade.  The 

class in each of those categories that brings in the most food items will win a tasty treat!  Please help us help our 

local community. 

Our final December activity we have planned is ringing bells for the Salvation Army.  On Tuesday, 

December 14, we will be singing and ringing bells from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at Pick & Save (Copps).  Two 

shifts are available:  5:00-6:00 and 6:00-7:00 p.m.  We need all students to dress warmly!  Parents are 

responsible for dropping off and picking up the students.  

If you have a third, fourth or fifth grade student, it’s not too late for them to join Student Council.  Just stop in 

the office and ask Mrs. Augustenborg for an application.  

 

READING NEWS 

Taking the time to talk to your child about the books he or she reads is one of the best ways to 

support literacy development.  You will engage your child in critical thinking – a key skill for 

success in school and the future.  In the next few months, we will be sharing some questions to 

ask your child before, during, and after reading.  Here are some tips on how to start a book  

discussion with your child: 

After your child has finished a book, ask questions like: 

 What was your favorite part of the book?  Why? 

 Who was your favorite character?  Why? 

 What was the most interesting thing you learned from the book? 

 Why do you think the author wrote this book? 

 Would you have ended the book differently?  Did it end the way you thought it would? 

 What was the problem in the story?  Was the problem solved? 

 If you could change one thing in the book, what would it be? 

 Why do you think the author chose the title of the story?  Is it a good title?  Why or why not?  Can you 

think of a different title for the story? 

 Which part of the story was most exciting?  Why? 

 Which parts of the story could really happen?  Which parts could not really happen? 

We encourage your family to continue reading during the winter break! 

 

IS YOUR CHILD FOUR YEARS OLD? 

Can you believe we are already thinking ahead to 2022-23?  The District offers a free four-year 

old kindergarten program for children who will be four years old by September 1, 2022.  

Information regarding the registration process will be mailed to eligible families after the winter 

break.  Please contact Sara Disch at (920) 686-4786 or e-mail dischs@mpsd.school to make sure 

your child’s name, birthdate and address are on file. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:dischs@mpsd.school


 VISION HEALTH IN CHILDREN 

Vision health is very important in children.  Each year, vision screenings are performed in the 

elementary schools.  Without early detection and treatment, uncorrected vision disorders can 

impair child development, interfere with learning, and even lead to permanent vision loss.  Your 

child’s vision is essential for success in school. 

What are some early signs of vision problems in children? 

 Frequent, recurrent headaches;  

 Holding objects close to the eyes; 

 Tilting head to one side or thrusts head forward;  

 Squinting or frowning when looking at distant objects; 

 Blurred or double vision; and 

 Eyelids are red-rimmed, crusted or swollen. 

Remember, children may still have an eye problem even if he or she does not complain or has not shown 

any unusual symptoms. 

What should I do if I notice these symptoms in my child or I received a notice from school recommending an eye 

exam? 

 It is recommended parents follow up with a complete eye exam by an eye doctor. 

How can you help prevent vision problems in children? 

 LIMIT SCREEN TIME! 

 Eat a variety of fruits and vegetables every day.  

 Sunglasses or a hat should be worn when outdoors. 

 Avoid toys with sharp or rigid points, shafts, spikes, rods, and dangerous edges. 

 Be aware of items in playgrounds and play areas that pose potential eye hazards. 

 Install cabinet and drawer locks for hazards in kitchens and bathrooms. 

 Use occupant restraints such as infant and child safety seats, booster seats, safety belts, and shoulder 

harnesses in cars. 

 Children age 12 and younger should never ride in the front seat of a car! 

  

ENGLISH LEARNERS CORNER 

Is it okay to read books to my child in my native language? 

Yes!  Reading with your child is important, no matter what language you use.  Reading with your child will increase 

vocabulary, knowledge of the world, and understanding of story structure.  If you are most comfortable with your 

native language, read to your child in that language.  Then, you will be better able to read and talk about the stories 

as you read together.  By discussing stories with your child, you will help her develop language skills and better 

understand stories.  If you do not have books in your native language, use the picture books your child brings home 

from school and, using your native language, make up a story by looking at the pictures. 

          -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
¿Está bien leerle libros a mi hijo en mi idioma nativo? 

¡Sí!  Leer con su hijo es importante, sin importar en qué idioma lea.  Leer con su hijo aumentará el vocabulario, el 

conocimiento del mundo y la comprensión de la estructura de la historia.  Si se siente más cómodo con su idioma 

nativo, léale a su hijo en ese idioma.  Entonces, podrá leer y hablar mejor sobre las historias mientras leen juntos. Y 

al hablar de historias con su hijo, la ayudará a desarrollar sus habilidades lingüísticas y a comprender mejor las 

historias.  Si no tiene libros en su idioma nativo, use los libros ilustrados que su hijo trae a casa de la escuela y, 

usando su idioma nativo, invente una historia mirando los dibujos. 

           -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Puas tsimnyog kuv nyeem ntawv rau kuv tus menyuam uas yog kuv hom lus? 



Tsimnyog!  Nyeem ntawv nrog koj tus menyuam yog ib qho tseemceeb, txawm hais tias koj nyeem hom lus twg.  Kev 

nyeem ntawv nrog koj tus menyuam yuav ua rau nws paub cov lus, paub txog lub ntiajteb, thiab nkag siab txog zaj 

dabneeg yog sau li cas.  Yog tias koj xis koj hom lus, nyeem ntawv rau koj tus menyuam hom lus ntawd.  Tom qab 

ntawd, neb yuav nyeem tau zoo dua thiab tham txog cov dabneeg thaum neb nyeem ua ke lawm.  Thiab tham txog zaj 

dabneeg nrog koj tus menyuam, yuav pab rau nws paub cov lus ntau tuaj thiab nkag siab rau zaj dabneeg zoo dua. 

Yog tias koj tsis muaj cov phau ntawv uas yog koj hom lus, siv cov phau ntawv muaj duab uas koj tus menyuam nqa 

tom tsev kawmntawv los thiab, siv koj hom lus, tsim ib zaj dabneeg los ntawm cov duab. 

 

MATH CORNER 

Do you know what a geoboard is?  Geoboards give kids the opportunity to make different sizes of the 

same shape and can be used to introduce fractions of square units.  For example, the language of 

geometry begins to take shape as students learn the different types of triangles; i.e., scalene, isosceles and right 

triangles.  Students can use a geoboard to build different shapes by stretching rubber bands around the pegs on 

the geoboard.  They can experiment with making different triangles by changing the lengths of the sides and the 

size of the angles.  Students can sort the triangles by their attributes.  These type of activities help students 

focus on specific properties (or attributes) of the shapes, thereby teaching them the different types of triangles. 

 

PTA NOTES 

Happy December Franklin families!  December is going to be a short, but fun month.  To begin 

with, Breakfast with Santa is back!  This popular family event is going to be held on Saturday, 

December 11, 2021, from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  To make sure our volunteers make plenty of pancakes, 

sausages, fruit, juice and coffee, we are requesting everyone RSVP their reservation by returning 

your slip to the office.  After breakfast, make sure you have your picture taken with 

Santa and make some holiday crafts with your family.   

Spirit sticks will be for sale in the gym during lunch on Wednesday, December 15, 2021.  Franklin 

School and the PTA will post the December spirit sticks that will be for sale on their Facebook 

pages and an Infinite Campus message will be sent out to all families.  There are some fantastic new 

holiday spirit sticks! 

The December PTA meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 15, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.  Free childcare will be 

provided, and there will be a Google meet option.  We hope to see you there! 

We look forward to hosting some brand new events (and bringing back a few oldies but goodies) to bring in the New 

Year. 

DECEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER 

December 6 Kiwanis Christmas party at City Limits, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

December 7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

December 9 Large group band practice, 7:15 a.m. 

December 11 Breakfast with Santa, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

December 14 Student Council bell ringing at Pick & Save (Copps), 5:00-6:00 p.m. or 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

December 15 Spirit stick sale, gym (during lunch only) 

 PTA meeting, library, 6:00 p.m. 

December 16 Large group orchestra practice, 7:15 a.m. 

December 21 First day of winter  

December 23-31 NO SCHOOL – CLASSES RESUME ON JANUARY 3, 2022! 



 

MESSAGE FROM OUR MANITOWOC PUBLIC LIBRARY PARTNERS 

One of the databases your students have access to with their virtual library card is Overdrive/Libby.  

Overdrive/Libby is an online library of eBooks, eAudiobooks, and streaming movies that students can check out to a 

device with their virtual library card.  We have put together this handout of instructions for parents who may wish 

to limit the content their children can see on this platform. 

 

 

  
  

 

 

 

  



 

 
 


